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EDUCATION

M.S.
2003
Western Washington University, Marine and Estuarine Science

B.A. 
2000
 Seattle Pacific University, Psychology



CONTINUING EDUCATION

2018
Sustainability Fellowship at WWU to learn how to incorporate topics of sustainability into biology curriculum.

2017-2018
STEM-focused equity and inclusion forum workshops 1-3. Workshops geared towards learning about inclusivity in science classrooms.
2016-2017
Community Service Learning Fellowship at WWU to connect nonmajors biology curriculum to community work and services.
2015
“One World” initiative program: internationalizing the curriculum. Two quarter training program to bring an international perspective to biology concepts.  
2013
Faculty Development Summer Technology Grant through CIIA at WWU. Using technology to transform higher education classrooms. 

CURRENT RESEARCH

My research centers on how students learn and think about science and how to optimize classrooms to support student learning. In fall and winter of 2018, I will be looking at the benefits of small vs large group size and degrees of group permanence. 
PUBLICATIONS

2015

Georgianne L. Connell, Deborah A. Donovan, and Timothy G. Chambers

Increasing the Use of Student-Centered Pedagogies from Moderate to High Improves Student Learning and Attitudes about Biology. CBE Life Sci Educ, 2016. 10.1187
2018
Deborah A. Donovan, Georgianne L. Connell, Dan Grunspan                                                        Student Learning Outcomes and Attitudes Using Three Methods of Group Formation in a Non-majors Biology Class. CBE Life Sci Educ
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

2015-2017
Developed inquiry based labs for nonmajors biology at WWU. 

2015-present
Biology interactives - in progress - A student centered curriculum for nonmajors biology. MacMillan Publishing. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE

2019-present
College of Science and Engineering Graduate Teaching Assistant Training, Chair.

2016

Teaching and Learning Academy work on diversity at WWU.

2015-2016
General Education Task Force convened by ACC to generate three alternative models to our 


current general education system at WWU.
2014
Western Study of Undergraduate Education (WSGE) was a task force appointed 


by the Committee on Undergraduate Education (CUE) at WWU. Our charge was


to determine if the climate at WWU would be welcoming of GUR system


revision and if so, if it would be feasible.

NATIONAL CONFERENCES – Senior presenter
2019
Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) retreat, “The what, when, where, and why of group work”. 

2018
Freshmen Interest Group (FIG) retreat, “Increasing class structure to promote equity and increase achievement.”
2016 
Slesnick STEM Education Symposium, “Strategies to Create Effective Groups”

2016
Society for the Advancement of Biological Educational Research, “Group Composition Affects

                                 Student Learning and Attitude in a Student-centered Biology Class”
2015
National Association for Research and Science Teaching, “More is Better: Student


Centered Pedagogies Increase Student Learning in a Large Enrollment Biology


Class”

              2015
              Society for the Advancement of Biological Educational Research, “Effects of Group Type on               

                               Student Learning and Attitude in an Active-Learning Biology Class”

2014
Slesnick STEM Education Symposium, “Active Learning Pedagogies Increase


Student Learning in a Large Enrollment Biology Class”

2013
National Association of Biology Teachers, “Implementing Change in Different


Contexts: Using Reformed Biology Activities in Small and Large Undergraduate


Classes”
STUDENT-CENTERED CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS – Senior presenter
2017- present
Helped develop graduate teaching assistant workshop for incoming graduate students and new College of Science and Engineering TAs. -Ongoing- Chair 2019 to present.
2015
Presentation to Whatcom Community College Faculty: Biology 101 course reformation with a focus on student centered strategies.


Faculty presentation to WWU’s CIIA Summer Technology participants. 

2014
Change at the Core (C-Core) catalyst faculty member (WWU) funded by NSF. Presentations 

involved showcasing Biology 101 as an exemplar course for student centered learning and then facilitating course reformation work among 30 STEM faculty from 3 institutions.

· Presentation to First Year Experience (FYE) faculty about C-Core and Biology 101 course reformation.

New faculty Orientation Presentation about C-Core and Biology 101 course reformation with a focus on student centered strategies.

GUR faculty forum presentations: Depth vs Breath: using the big ideas to unburden your curriculum. 

Development of a new, 1-day workshop for incoming STEM faculty. Faculty learned about student centered strategies and explored how those strategies could be used in one of their courses.

INSTRUCTING EXPERIENCE
2004-present
Western Washington University

2006-2008
Seattle Pacific University





2003-2006
Whatcom Community College


2002

Skagit Valley College
COURSES TAUGHT
Introduction to Biology for non majors


Environmental Science


Invertebrate Zoology


Tropical Marine Biology


Human Nutrition


Introduction to Physical Oceanography
AWARDS
2018

WWU Sustainability Fellowship

2017

WWU Community Service Learning Fellowship

2016 

Teaching and Learning Academy Award



Awarded by WWU for contributions towards equity and inclusivity.

2016

WWU Teaching Grant



Awarded by WWU to create inquiry based labs for nonmajors biology.

2013

Senior Instructor

2003

Graduate Research Accomplishment



Awarded by WWU for outstanding accomplishment in graduate research.
1999  

Falcon Award of Excellence


            

Awarded by SPU for excelling in athletics, leadership, and academics.


2000  

Department of Psychology Faculty Award


            

Awarded by SPU


1996, 1998-9   
Collegiate gymnastic All-American


           

Awarded by SPU
MASTERS THESIS RESEARCH
How do temperate and tropical zooxanthellae respond to temperature? Experiments with homologous and heterologous zooxanthellae infected into sea anemone hosts.
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